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Miracle man responds to wife’s heartfelt plea to live
CATHY O’LEARY
MEDICAL EDITOR
By all accounts Dr Sean George is a
medical miracle, returning from the
dead to amaze colleagues who
battled for almost an hour to revive
his lifeless heart.
The 39-year-old specialist from
Kalgoorlie Hospital says he owes his
life to pleas from his wife to stay
alive for the sake of their young son
and the medical staff who refused to
give up even when they believed his
heart attack had killed him.
His remarkable story began four
months ago as he drove home to
Kalgoorlie with his female intern
after a clinic session in Esperance.
He felt minor chest pains which he
thought was bad indigestion but
eventually pulled into a GP clinic in
Kambalda where he used an ECG to
diagnose a heart attack.
Soon after, he went into cardiac
arrest and blacked out, leaving his
intern and clinic staff to a gruelling
marathon of resuscitation, using
4000 chest compressions and 13
electrical shots to try to jump start
his heart.
By the time his wife Sherry Jacob,
also a doctor, and emergency
physicians from Kalgoorlie arrived,
staff had worked on him for almost
55 minutes with no sign of life.
“Normally you wouldn’t try to
resuscitate anyone for more than 30
minutes because even if they were to
survive there would be large risk of
brain damage, but they kept going
on me,” Dr George said.
“When the other doctors arrived,
I was cold and blue and they told my
wife they were very sorry but I was
dead and she should say her
goodbyes to me and the resuscitating

Lucky man: Sean George ready to go home after he was in cardiac arrest for 55 minutes. He is pictured with Sharad Shetty, who cleared his artery. Picture: Steve Ferrier

would be stopped. My wife held my
hand and prayed for a miracle
because I was only 39, she was 38
and we had a 10-year-old son
Michael. I suddenly gasped for air
and my heart beat came on.”
Dr George was given clot-busting
drugs but remained comatose and
breathing through a ventilator and
his blood pressure was critically low.

Doctors remained pessimistic about
his recovery because his heart had
stopped for so long.
After his Royal Flying Doctor
flight to Perth was delayed an hour
by a freak hail storm, Royal Perth
Hospital doctors carried out an
emergency procedure to clear a
severely blocked artery on the right
side of his heart.

Cardiologist Sharad Shetty said he
was not confident his patient would
pull through. “We did what we
could but there was still the risk that
even if he survived he would have
suffered irreversible brain damage,”
he said. “But two days later he
opened his eyes and was talking.”
Dr George was discharged two
weeks later and after sessions of

dialysis to re-boot his kidneys, he
returned to work two months ago.
Ironically, he is back at RPH for
three weeks work in its acute
assessment unit.
“I feel very lucky because the care
I received saved my life,” he said. “I
had the worst circumstances yet still
had a good outcome. Some people
say I’m a miracle man.”
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Shot: Anthony Tapley

In a major test of WA’s criminal property confiscation
laws — considered Australia’s toughest — the Director
of Public Prosecutions has failed in its attempt to seize
$135,000 from killer Gary Ernest White.
The DPP claimed the money as a “substitute” under
the laws because White was not the owner of the trucking yard in Jade Street, Maddington, where he shot his
victim, Anthony Tapley, in 2001. White, a former bikie
associate, was jailed for life for wilful murder.
But in a Supreme Court judgment this week, Justice
Lindy Jenkins said the Act was “potentially draconian”
and White did not use the trucking yard in a way that
brought the property within the definition of crimeused property.
She then refused to order the confiscation in what
was the first legal test of the Act’s “substitute”
provisions.
White was arrested in 2002 and, according to evidence from bikie supergrass Sid Reid, Mr Tapley was
locked in the yard by White’s associates. White
demanded money and after Mr Tapley said he had
none, White shot him in the shoulder.
Mr Tapley ran to the 2m fence but White chased him
and shot him again as he climbed over. Mr Tapley fell
outside the property where White shot him in the head.
Because the DPP could not seize the trucking yard, it
claimed $135,000 in White’s bank account.
Lawyer Stephen Shirrefs, for White, said there was
no comparable legislation in Australia. He submitted
there had to be a clear link between the property and
the crime and the idea that a substitute property could
be forfeited went far beyond what Parliament intended.
Justice Jenkins said the issue was difficult to resolve
but she ruled in favour of White because the Act would
have a “potentially draconian” effect on his rights.
“It is an illegitimate straining of the meaning of the
word ‘uses’ to say that because White ‘uses’ the fence
and the gates in a minor way to commit the offence of
wilful murder that he also ‘uses’ the property on which
the fence and gates were standing,” the judge said.
DPP Robert Cock declined to comment but he can
take the case to the Court of Appeal.

