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CALL

PREMIUM
SOLAR PACKAGE!

$4,299
PRICE GUARANTEE
We will beat an identical written quote by5%

1.6kW SMA German Inverter

8x190w CEEG Panels

Complete BCSE install *

1

Speak to
Australia•s 

Solar
Specialists

today

JOINT MAJOR PARTNER

For the best deals under the sun

truevaluesolar.com.au

1) Price only available if the solar system purchased is eligible for the Government Solar Credits Scheme and you agree to assign the rights to the STCs to 
our company. Price for a single storey pitched roof within 70km of the Perth GPO. Pricing for STC Zones 1, 2 & 3 only (Zone 4 call for pricing) and is subject 
to change without notice if value of STCs changes. Offer available to new customers only. *5% written offer is based on identical system speci“ cations and 
products in West Australia Offer available to new customers only. Offer ends COB 31/07/11. For full terms and conditions visit www.truevaluesolar.com.au. 

Opinion .................................. 20, 21
Letters ......................................... 22
The World ............................. 24-30
In the Courts ............................... 31
Speed camera locations .............. 31
Business ................................ 32-38
Markets ................................. 35-38
CLASSIFIEDS .........Start page 40
Births, Deaths ....................... 40-43
Obituaries .................................... 41
Employment ................................ 43
Racing ......................................... 48
Sport ..................................... 47-56

TODAY
Television .................................. 4, 5
Movies ....................................... 6, 7
Arts ............................................... 8
Time Out ..................................... 10
Coffee Break ..........................11, 12
Games & crosswords .............11, 12

EDITORIAL CONTACT
General inquiries 9482 3111
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
GPO Box N1027, Perth WA 6843
Fax: 9482 3830
email: letters @wanews.com.au
EDITORIAL FAX
News 9482 3177
Business 9482 3422
Features 9482 9070
Sport 9482 3348
ONLINE thewest.com.au
Photo sales (08) 9482 2378

ADVERTISING CONTACT
Classified Lineage 13 22 80
Email: classifiedadvertising
@thewest.com.au
Display 9482 3716

HOME DELIVERY INQUIRIES
9482 9032 or 1800 811 855
Email: circulation@wanews.com.au

WEDNESDAY LOTTO Draw No.
3049
32, 11, 10, 1, 15, 27 Supps 21, 4
Draw date 6/7/2011
Numbers subject to confirmation
CASH 3 Draw No. 4623
0, 4, 5 Draw date 6/7/2011
For official results, see
www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au

Printed for West Australian Newspapers
Limited, ABN 98 008 667 632
(registered office Newspaper House, 50
Hasler Road, Osborne Park, WA 6017) by 
Ross Booth at 54 Hasler Road, Osborne Park.
Responsibility for editorial comment in this
issue is taken by Brett McCarthy, 50 Hasler
Road, Osborne Park WA 6017. Postal address:
PO Box N1025 Perth WA 6843.

*Recommended and maximum price only.
Freight extra as shown. 
Monday to Friday: Gascoyne region, Shark Bay
$1.35. Pilbara region, Kimberley region $2.15.
Retail prices in remote centres may vary from
those listed.

INDEX

Today•s regional ULP prices
AVERAGE PRICE TREND

Albany 145.7 Same
Bunbury 139.2 Down
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Esperance 144.9 Same
Geraldton 147.4 Down
Karratha 159.9 Same
Kalgoorlie-Boulder148.5 Down
Port-South Hedland157.5 Same

Seniors Minister Robyn
McSweeney may need to
vigorously defend her actions in
State Parliament last week after she
continually called elderly people
“vicious”.

The strange assault on older folk
was made all the more bizarre
because it came in response to a
question about the abuse of the
elderly in WA. If that’s not weird
enough, Inside Cover wants to know
why Hansard — the official record
of Parliament — was changed to
make it look as though the minister
had said “vigorous” when video
evidence proves she said “vicious”
four times.

Eldergate, as we’ll call it, began
on June 28 when Labor’s
Legislative Council leader and
seniors spokeswoman Sue Ellery
asked Ms McSweeney three simple
questions:

1. Has the minister read the
recently released research
commissioned by Advocare on elder
abuse?

2. Does the minister support the
recommendation that a strong
government department is required
to take leadership of this issue and
to develop a broad and articulate
multi-level elder abuse strategy?

3. If so, when will the government
act on this and the other
recommendations?

“I take very seriously the issue of
elder abuse,” Ms McSweeney
replied. “I believe that it is
something in our society that needs
to be stamped out. I often wonder
why people think that just because
someone is older, they are not as
vicious as they were when they
were younger. It seems that people

Sean•s really born again
Since coming back from the dead
three years ago, Kalgoorlie-Boulder
doctor Sean George has been a big
hit with Christians.

The Indian-born physician’s
heart stopped in October 2008 when
he was heading back from
Esperance and for over an hour he
looked like a goner.

Apart from describing God’s
miracle intervention after his wife
said a prayer while he lay dying, Dr
George has had help from the
Almighty on a number of other
occasions.

He recently told his amazing
stories at the Christian Medical
Conference in Brisbane and
produced the sort of medical
evidence which normally 
suggested the patient wouldn’t
survive.

In other speeches, Dr George,
who works at Kalgoorlie Hospital,
told how his prayers to God were
answered when he was suffering
from a fever in Vanuatu.

“That night when I went to bed I
told the Lord, ‘Lord I have
unselfishly come here to do your
work, you have to save me’, and the
next day I was saved,” he explained.
“Praise the Lord.”

He also believes the man upstairs
played a role in securing a
helicopter to air-lift him out of a
Vanuatu village cut off by heavy
rain.

“I said to the Lord, ‘You have
brought me here, it is your
responsibility to take me out’,” Dr
George said.

If only Tiger Airways passengers
had the same faith.

being nasty to the elderly.
“I was gobsmacked when she said

what she said,” Ms Ellery said. “I
waited for the uncorrected proof
and couldn’t believe she’d said it.
The notion that one older person is
running around bashing another
and that’s the big issue of elder
abuse is just not right.”

When the corrected Hansard was
released, Ms Ellery was further
flabbergasted to see every reference
to “vicious” altered to “vigorous”,
which meant the minister’s answer
made even less sense.

“I have never seen a complete
word changed before,” she said. “If
you think you’ve been misheard
you can listen to the tape and point
it out, but the minister wasn’t
misheard in this case,” she said.

A spokeswoman for Ms
McSweeney said the minister had
“definitely not” made the changes
or asked for the changes.

IC : How does that happen then?
Spokeswoman: She’s at a loss to

explain that.
What’s more the minister had no

qualms about calling the elderly
vicious when discussing elder
abuse.

“She was adamant that she meant
that the elderly were vicious in the
context of talking about elderly
abuse,” the spokeswoman said.

IC : Does she accept she may have
got the definition wrong?

Spokeswoman: She was talking
about elderly people being abusive
to elderly people as well. 

Part two of Eldergate might be
Advocare’s take on the minister’s
take, which could be rather vicious. 

do not really give much thought to a
person who is elderly being
psychologically vicious when they
cannot be as physically vicious. In
fact, some of them are quite vicious
physically. I will be looking at those
recommendations to see where the
government can have the greatest
effect.”

When experts discuss elder abuse
they don’t focus on older people
abusing other older people because
it doesn’t happen very often. It’s
more often the financial, physical
or psychological harm done to an
elderly person by someone caring
for them or in a position of trust.

That person, according to
Advocare’s website, is usually a
son, daughter, power of attorney, or
a live-in or external carer. 

The least likely perpetrator is the
person’s spouse and there’s nothing
in its latest report about the elderly

Vigorous attack on •vicious• elders

Elder abuse: Robyn McSweeney Gobsmacked: Sue Ellery Very blessed man: Dr Sean George
See the minister on video at
thewest .com.au 
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